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Mission:

Creating a learning environment based on our belief in God and his gifts to assist in giving a child every opportunity to grow intellectually and spiritually.

Values:

We believe in God and that every child is unique. We honor all the strengths and weaknesses that each child is blessed with. We unite diverse levels of comprehension and behavior to achieve a child's inherent worth.

AFFILIATION
Florida Council of Private School (FCPS)
NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY

Cornerstone Christian School admits students of any race, color, and national ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate based on race, color, national and ethnic origin in administrations of its educational policies. The administration, however, reserves the right to dismiss or refuse admission to anyone unwilling to comply with the school’s regulation or meet academic or behavioral standards.

ENROLLMENT POLICY

Each student is enrolled for a period of one year. Re-enrollment is necessary each year. The previous year’s account must be current. All forms must be completed and all fees paid before a student is accepted. A parent-guardian/student interview with the principal will be scheduled after paperwork is completed and submitted. The principal and board members will determine acceptance and placement.

SCHOOL HOURS

The school day begins promptly at 9:00 a.m. The school day ends at 3:00 p.m. A student will have 8 subject classes per day.
CHAPEL

Weekly chapel services are held under the direction of Pastor Stephen Wyns with student participation. Nondenominational Bible and moral instruction is given during this time. Parents-guardians and guests are always welcome. Proper behavior and respect should be given at all times.
PARENT-GUARDIAN RULE

Although we appreciate parents building relationships with one another we find it distracting to the students for parents to socialize in the halls during school hours. Therefore, parents must be out of the building between 9:00-3:00 unless they are volunteering or taking care of business in the school office. The exception to this rule is the Women’s Fellow on Tuesday mornings and Friday morning chapel. This rule is to benefit the students learning environment. We appreciate your cooperation.

TUITION / FEES
All fees, book fees, and the first month’s tuition must be paid prior to entering school. The school operates primarily on a tuition basis. The 10 payments for annual tuition and fees are due on the first of each month and may incur an automatic twenty dollars ($20.00) per week late fee if not paid by the fifteenth (15th) of the month. A processing fee of twenty-five ($25.00) will be charged for all returned checks.  If a student is withdrawn with an outstanding debt, either in tuition or child-care fees, the student’s records on file with CCS will not be released to the transferring school until the account has been paid. This includes report cards and transcripts.
DRESS CODE
The school’s philosophy is that both dress and appearance should honor God and be clean, neat and modest.
Students should not dress in such a way that would detract from the educational process or mission of Cornerstone Christian High School. Parental review and support before a student leaves for school are important aspects of meeting dress code standards. Students not properly dressed may not be allowed to attend classes without permission from administration. Further, student’s who are in non-compliance with the dress code will be asked to change, or if necessary, to call home for a change of clothing to be brought to school.

All students except preschool are required to participate in the traditional dress code.   School uniform shirts must be worn with school name (contact office to order)
	Shirt
	CCS logo polo in one of the following colors: Red, White or Navy

	
	Cornerstone Christian School approved Cardinal t-shirt

	Pants
	Khaki or Navy shorts, pants, skorts, or capris

	
	Boys must wear pants that fit them at the waist being secured to the waist to prevent underwear from being exposed (no baggy or sagging pants allowed).

	
	

	
	

	Shorts
	Hemline no shorter than two (2) inches above the knee.

	Skirts
	Modest-length skirts (hemline to be a maximum of two (2) inches above the knee, measuring from a kneeling position). Shorts must be worn underneath.

	Shoes
	Must be worn at all times. 

	
	Sneakers are preferred. Boots may be worn during the months of Dec, Jan, Feb and Mar only.

	
	No combat or steel-toed boots, slippers, flip-flops, sandals, sliders, high tops, platforms or elevated heals and no cartoon/movie or TV characters on shoes.

	Hair
	Moderate and reasonable hairstyle and length, clean and groomed neatly. No unnatural hair coloring, shaved designs or extreme cuts are allowed for boys or girls.

	
	

	
	Boy’s hair must be no longer than collar length.

	Hats
	No hats, bandanas do-rags, hairnets, ski caps, shower caps or head covering allowed for either boys or girls.

	Accessories
	Girls may not wear earrings deemed a distraction by the staff. Boys may have one small stud in one ear only. No other visible body piercings are allowed. Bracelets with words on them must not have anything deemed unacceptable by school staff.

	Jackets
	Solid white, navy, red or grey will be allowed to be worn during school hours.

Students name or initial must be written on tag. (If not the teacher may add the initials).

	Backpacks
	Backpacks with or without wheels are acceptable.


Dress Code Kindergarten to 4th Grade

All shorts or pants that have belt loops must wear a brown, black or navy belt. No other color belts will be allowed.
All school shirts must be tucked in at all time.

 
All Grades

No under clothing exposed. Including bra straps. Proper underwear is required at all times.
No hoods over heads will be allowed during school hours.

No leggings (during non- winter school days), crazy socks or belts of other color then listed.
All shorts must be of proper length (no more than 2 inches above the knee) or pants must be worn properly.
All guidelines apply during dress down days and dress down passes.
 

Change of Clothing (preschool and lower grades)

Please provide an extra change of clothing for your child. If a child has an accident it is best to have the following items at school:

 

Top, bottom, undergarment and socks

 

If the child has an accident they will be changed and the dirty items will be placed in a plastic bag and in the child’s cubby. Please return a fresh set of clothing the next school day.
Extended Care

There is an additional charge for extended care. Hours for extended care: 7:00AM-6:00PM;

any pick ups after 6:00PM will be charged an additional $5.00 for every 5 minutes late. Teacher’s hours begin before and end after the student’s hours. This allows time for them to maintain their rooms and administrative duties. Although parent-guardian/teacher communication is important, please honor the teacher’s time.

 

Preschool

One week vacation is allotted during one calendar year with no charge. We will hold the child’s place for one week. If more than one week is needed then parent-guardians must pay the tuition or space will become available for a child on the waiting list.
Student Relationships

Cornerstone Christian School is co-educational, operating on the premises that it is wholesome for boys and girls to develop many friendships during the school years. We discourage the practice of “going steady” at a young age because it can be a distraction and may cause dissention among the student body. Outward show of affection such as holding hands, having arms around one another and body contact will be prohibited during school and all school activities. In order to discourage temptation, it is not permissible for young people to pair up and linger in halls, rooms, or out-of-the-way places.

Conduct

Students should always behave in a manner that reflects the following: concern for the rights, needs, and property of others; respect; honesty and trust. Rude, disrespectful, or dishonest behavior will not be tolerated. Students will respect each other’s personal space and not playing around, kicking, punching, slapping or hugging/
No gum chewing

No ear phones and music during classroom time unless approved by the teacher

No inappropriate music or singing inappropriate songs.
Anything else that the principal and staff deem inappropriate or unacceptable in our Christian center.
 

Severe Violations

The following violations may be punishable by immediate suspension or expulsion from CCS:

· The use, passion, sale, purchase, or being under the influence of alcoholic beverages, tobacco, or other illegal or dangerous drugs of any kind while at school or at any school-related function.

· Possession of firearms, lethal weapons, or explosives.

· Cruel or crude behavior

· Fighting

· Stealing or vandalism

· Cheating or plagiarism

 

Unacceptable Behavior

The following will be handled by the school Principal.
· Disruptive behavior

· Use of profane or obscene language or gestures

· Willful defiance or disrespect of adult personnel

· Lack of respect for other students
Probationary Discipline
Any student who has multiple discipline issues/occurrences at Cornerstone Christian School may be placed on probation by the principal. If the negative behavior continues or there is failure to comply then the student may be withdrawn. 
 Absences
 Excused absences will be granted for illness or other emergencies.

· The school must be telephoned by 10:00AM if a child will be absent from school.

· Only parent-guardians or designated adults may contact the school. In lieu of a telephone call or email, a note must accompany the child upon return to school.

 

Tardiness (Kindergarten – 8th Grade)

School begins at 9:00AM.  It is best if the child has a few minutes to organize their belongings. It should be the goal of every parent-guardian to see that the student arrives at school on time. Late arrivals hinder your child, the teacher, and the other students in the class. Students may arrive as early as 8:30AM without paying additional fees. A written warning will be sent home after a student has 3 unexcused tardies and if 4 unexcused tardies occur in a grading period then the student will be suspended for one school day. The suspension will be administered the second day after the fourth day of tardiness in that grading period.

Medical and Dental Appointments should be scheduled during vacation periods or after school hours, whenever possible. If students must miss school, a note from parent/guardians should be given to the homeroom teacher upon arrival at school the day of the appointment.

Health

Please do not send sick children to school. Any of the following symptoms constitute illness:

Fever, rash, sore throat, hard cough, runny nose, diarrhea/vomiting and general achiness

Communicable Diseases

Contact the school immediately if your child has contracted a communicable disease. Children who are found to have a communicable disease while at school will, of course, be sent home. It is school policy to notify families when children have been exposed. Your child must be released by the child’s primary physician before returning to class. This policy covers such diseases as head lice, chicken pox, and pin worms.

Non-Medical Absences
It is our firm belief that students should not miss school for other than medical reasons, as their absences causes significant disruption in the academic program of these students.
This is especially true the few days before and after vacation. If parent-guardians believe that non-medical absence is necessary, permission must be granted in advance by the school administration. Teachers may elect to provide special assignments, but it is the student’s responsibility to make up any work missed. Examinations and tests missed during a non-medical absence must be taken at the discretion and convenience of the teacher. In the case of an unexcused absence, disciplinary action can be taken at the discretion of the school Principal.
 

Emergency Procedures

Fire drills will be held on a regular basis. The signal for a fire drill is the continuous sounding of the fire alarm horn. Students and instructors in each division should proceed quickly, calmly, and silently to their designated areas away from the building. Students should remain with their teachers throughout the fire drill. Students will be told when to return to the building. Evacuation Plans If an emergency situation were to arise and require us to evacuate the school, we would walk the children to safety at the Dunedin Public Library located at 223 Douglas Ave, Dunedin, FL 34698, Phone number 727-298-3080. If we needed to move the children father away we would transport the children by school van and private cars to My Purpose in Life Preschool located at Sylvan Abbey United Methodist Church, 2817 Sunset Pt. Rd, Clearwater, FL 33759. This is just west of US19 on Sunset Pt Rd. The Phone number is 727-723-3538. If there is a tornado in the area we will gather the children in the hall between the kitchen and the Preschool room. In the event of an emergency, the school will be closed if the Pinellas County schools are closed. Watch the new in the event of a hurricane. Once danger has passed and school has power, we may reopen even if Pinellas County schools are still closed. After danger has passed contact the school or Mrs. Wyns at 727-786-6368 for information.

Medications

Medicine will not be administered to students at this time. Please speak with the school administrator if a need occurs that is required by the child’s doctor. A doctor’s note will be necessary.

 

Dismissal Procedures (for all students)

A note or phone call must be received from the parent-guardian by 10:00AM if a student has to leave during the day.

 

School dismissal time is 3:00PM At 3:00PM if a child has not been picked up then the child will go to the extended care class and will incur a $5.00 charge.

 

Food Guidelines

We will have hot lunch options 5 days a week provided through Pinellas County Schools. You will need to pay for this online or apply for free/reduced lunch online. The office can help you if you have any problems with this. 
Coffees and special drinks are not permitted in the classroom or morning care. Candy and soda are not permitted.
Cell Phones

Students may have a cell phone on campus; however, it is to remain in their backpack or in the teacher’s possession (teacher’s discretion) and may not be used during school hours. Misuse of electronic devices will result in confiscation and parents-guardians will be required to pick up the item from the office. If a parent-guardian needs to contact their student during school hours they will need to call the school office. If your child needs to get in touch with a parent-guardian they may request to use the school phone. If you need to contact your child you can call the school office phone.

Personal Laptops (only 7th grade and up)
A student is encouraged to bring their personal laptop as an educational tool. School staff will have the authority to review the laptop usage at any given time while on campus. If the student denies this request or any misuse of the laptop will result in confiscation and parents-guardians will be required to pick up the item. All computers that are property of Cornerstone Christian School will remain on property.

 

Celebration Limitation

No student may pass out invitations to a party at school unless the entire class is invited. If you plan to bring in a treat for the celebration, contact your child’s teacher.

 

Questions and Concerns

If you have any questions or concerns regarding your child and their development and or education at Cornerstone Christian School, please call and speak with the school Principal at 727-733-1438.

 

Complaint or Problem Procedures

The school’s policy for dealing with these situations is mentioned below. The policy is consistent with the teachings found in Matthew 18. “If your brother sins against you go and show him his fault, just between the two of you.”

 

1. All questions, problems, or complaints should first be brought directly to the teacher or coach before anyone else is involved.

2. If the situation is not cleared up at this level through direct contact, it should be brought to the administrator.

 

Parent-Guardians agree to follow these steps and to attempt a positive resolution to problems and disagreements with the school community.

Parent-Guardian’s will be required to read and sign the Handbook/Electronics/Technology Agreement form.
Students 5th through 8th will be required to read and sign the Handbook/Electronics/Technology Agreement form.

 
 
PAGE  
5

